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TheSecretofKoizumi’sPopularity

ItissaidthatJunichiroKoizumi,formerPrimeMinisterofJapanisvery“unique”–
Tokyocorrespondentsfrom majorAmericanmediaoutletsunanimouslysaythatheisthe
veryfirstPrimeMinistertheycantalkabouttoNewYorkeditorsmerelybyname.Moreover,
heisthefirstPrimeMinisteraftertheWorldWarIIwhoisnotcontrolledbyafactional
mastermindoftheLiberalDemocraticParty,whichhasbeendominantinJapanesepolitics
formorethanfiftyyears.Koizumihas,instead,beenmaintaininghisleadershipbaseddirectly
onhispopularityamongthepeople.Hismostpowerfultoolistelevision;heheldatop-notch
fashionshowathisofficialresidence,heimmediatelymadeateleviseddirectphonecallto
ShizukaArakawa,theGoldMedalistofwomen’sfigureskatingattheOlympicGamesin
Turin,andhewelcomedRichardGearinhisoffice,“ShallWeDancing”togetherinfrontof
thecameras,allofwhichhadnothingtodowithpoliticsatall.Koizumihasbeenkeeping
people’sattentionbyconstantlyappearingnotonlyonmainstreamTVnewsprogramsandthe
politicspagesofmajornewspapers,butalsoinentertainmentshowsontelevisionand
tabloids.
Koizumi,asamatteroffact,createdaverygoodsystem tofrequentlyappearon

television.Sincehetookofficeaboutfiveyearsago,heandthepressclubatthePrime
Minister’sofficehavebeenholdingtwice-a-dayinterview sessions;firstinthemorning
aroundeleveno’clockandtheotherwithapooltelevisioncameracrewintheeveningjust
beforeseveno’clock.Herespondstovariousquestionsrangingfrom politicsanddiplomacy
tosportsandentertainment,andhiscommentsappearonallnewsprogramsofthatevening
untilthenextmorning,beginningwiththeseveno’clockeveningnewsonNHK(NihonHoso
Kyokai-Japan’spublicbroadcaster),whichhasthehighestviewerratingsofanyNHKnews
program.
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Meanwhile,majormediaoutletsofthepressclubatthePrimeMinister’sOfficehave
benefitedfromtheinterviews,formediasavvyKoizumihasbeenprovidingavarietyoftopics
whichattractmanyreadersandviewers.Thosemainstream mediahavebeenmonopolizing
newsonthePrimeMinister,thankstoJapan’snotorious“pressclub”system,whichhave
beenexcludingbothforeignmediaandfreelances.Currently,membersofthepressclubare
interrupting theeffortsoftheCabinetOfficetointroducethePrimeMinster’sdaily
interviewswordforword,neglectingseriousdiscussionswiththePrimeMinister’soffice
whichistryingtoobtainthepressclub’sconsent.
Iam tryingtoexplainthebackgroundsofthemedia’sreluctancetosuchanattempt

whichmaycontributetopeople’sfreeaccessofinformationbysheddinglightsonhowthe
mediaareenjoyingprivilegestoexclusivelycoverthePrimeMinister.

HistoricInvention?

Such an interview system isaproductofboth the mediastrategy ofKoizumi
administrationandthestrongdemandofthemediaforsoundbitesfrom apopularPrime
Minister.EachmediacompanythatisamemberofthePrimeMinister’sOfficeappointsa
reporteronlytocoverthePrimeMinister.Theyarecalled“BanKisha,”literally,“watchdog
reporters.”BeforeKoizumi,conversationsbetweenthePrimeMinisterandsuchreportersin
chargeofcoveringhim hadtraditionallytakenplacewhilethePrimeMinisterwaswalking
betweenappointmentsinthecorridorsofthePrimeMinister’sOfficeortheDietBuilding,
withouttelevisioncamerasexceptonverylimitedoccasions,andquestionswerefrequently
ignored.Thesearecalled“Burasagari,”literally,“danglinginterviews,”accordingtoreporters’
jargon.JournalistswouldscribblememoswheneverthePrimeMinisterrespondedand
immediatelysendthemtotheirsenioreditorsatthepressclub,whowouldthenincludethat
informationinnewsarticles.Inthecaseoftelevisionnews,anchorpersonswouldintroduce
thePrimeMinister’swordsbyreadingscriptssuchas,“ThePrimeMinistersaid…”instead
ofsoundbites.
SoonafterKoizumitookoffice,aproposalwasmadetothepressbythePrimeMinister’s

aidefordailyinterviewssinceKoizumiwantedtoterminatetheconversationwhilewalking
andwantedtoofferfixedinterviewopportunitiestwiceaday,onewithatelevisioncamera.
ThisissaidtobeanideaofMr.IsaoIijimawhohasbeenKoziumi’ssecretarysincethestart
ofhispoliticalcareerandispresentlyinchargeofallmediastrategiesasSecretarytothe
PrimeMinister.KoizumiwonpopularityduringthecampaignforpresidencyoftheLiberal
DemocraticParty(LDP:Jiminto)byrepeatedlyemphasizingthesameshortphrasesinpublic
speechessuch as,“Iwilldestroy LDP”or“Iwillpursue structuralreform without
sanctuaries.”Thiskindof“one-phrasepolitics”strategyhelpedKoizumiwinpopularityover
Japanesepublicopinion.Theinterviewsystemwasthereforeaverygoodvehicletoimprove
Koizumi’spopularityfromhisexcellentabilitytoinstinctivelycreateimpressivephraseswhen
facingreporters.
SinceformerPrimeMinister,Mori,wassoreluctanttocommunicatewiththereporters
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repeatinginappropriateremarkssuchas“IthinkJapanisacountryoftheGod,underthe
leadershipoftheEmperor(Tenno)”or“Ihopevoterswithnopartyaffiliationbelazyat
homenottoturnoutonthegeneralelectionday,”iteasilymadehimselfaperfecttargetof
media’sseverecriticism,andthismadehim toocarefulandunwillingtocommentto
reporters.Membersofthepressclubwerethusveryeagertosecureopportunitiestoobtain
thewordsofthePrimeMinisterwhenthepopularPrimeMinisterstartedhistermthatthey
accepttheofferwithouthesitation.1)

OrIngeniousManipulation?

Suchinterviewsareconductedintheform ofpoolcoverage,witha“representative”
intervieweraskingsomeinitialquestionswhichareagreeduponwithotherreportersin
advance,followedbyafreequestion-and-answersession.Anyreporterwhoisregisteredasa
memberofthepressclubatthePrimeMinister’sOfficecanattendandaskadditional
questionsevenbetweenquestionsfrom therepresentative.Forthemorninginterview,
representativesfrom eightnewspapersandtwonewsagenciestaketurns,andsincethe
eveninginterview involvesTVcameras,theinterviewerischosenamongreportersfrom
NHKandfiveothercommercialbroadcastingnetworks.

Thissystem,atfirstglance,isveryattractivetotelevisionnewsindeed.Theycaneasily
obtainvariouskindsofsoundbitesfrom thePrimeMinistereveryeveningwithoutmaking
complicatedandtime-consumingeffortstoapplyforcameraopportunity,whichwasusually
rejectedanywayinthepast.Broadcastingstations,therefore,canutilizeKoizumi’ssound
bitesinnewsprogramswhichareverycompactforuseandoftenattractivetotheaudience,
sinceheusuallycomments,forexample,notonlyonongoingbudgetdebatesintheDietbut
alsoonJapan’snationalbaseballteam whowonthechampionshipattheWorldBaseball
ClassicGames.Inshort,Koizumi’sprolificuseofemotional,entertainingandsometimes
meaninglessphrases,whichnewseditorsfindveryattractivetoincludeintheirprograms,
hasplayedabigroleinincreasingandmaintainingthePrimeMinister’spopularity.
Butwaitaminute.Abigproblem remainsunsolvedontheseinterviewswhichnobody

haseverpointedout.Namely,thepublicisnotprivytothedetailsofthefullconversation
heldbetweenKoizumiandthepress.Instead,onlyedited“soundbites”aremadeavailableto
TVviewers,whichareeighttofifteensecondslongonnewsprograms,andnewspaper
readersonlyseeshortexcerptsofhisanswersinnewspaperarticles.Althoughthereare
sometenquestionsandanswersexchanged,neithernewspapersnorbroadcastingstations
makesfulldialoguepublicdespitethefactthateachnewsoutletmakesaverydetailedmemo
ofthisinterviewforinternalcirculationintheirnewsrooms.2)AsfarasIhaveobserved,there
isonlyonetelevisionnetworkthatprovidestheentirevideoonitswebsite.3)Itistherefore
impossibleforordinarypeopletoaccuratelyunderstandthecontextorobservewhich
questionsthereportersfailedtoask.Thereisno“publicrecord”oftheQ&Asessioneven
onthewebsiteofthePrimeMinister’sOfficedespitethefactthatsomeofficialsadmit
Koizumi’sremarksintheinterview areconsidered“officialstatements.”4)Thus,ordinary



peoplelikemyself,mustspendhourscarefullyreviewingsmallarticlesonthepoliticspages
innewspapersinordertoaccuratelyrecollectKoizumi’scommentsforanalysis.

Hereisanexample.DuringthebeginningofAugust2005,whiledebateoverthepostal
reform billsloomedlarge,Koizumirepeatedlysaidthathewouldresorttodissolvingthe
HouseofRepresentativesiftheDietdidnotpassthebills.Bystakinghisentirepolitical
careeronasingleissue,Koizumidrewtheattentionofmajornewsoutletstotheissueofhis
resoluteness.Consequently,themediain theircoverageofthecontroversychoseto
emphasizeKoizumi’ssensationalstatementssuchas“Iwillregardoppositionstothebillsas
topplingtheCabinet”or“Iamdeterminedtoriskmypoliticallifeonthebills.”Atthetime,
therewereotherimportantpoliticalissues,suchaswhetherKoizumiwasgoingtofollow
throughonhisoriginalcampaignpledgeandthevisittothecontroversialYasukuniShrineon
August15,theanniversaryoftheendofthePacificWar,evenattheriskoffurtherdamaging
Japan’srelationswithChinaandKorea.Moreover,therewasnowayforthepublictoknow
Koizumìsintentionsonthismatterorifreportersevenbotheredtoaskhimthesequestions
inthefirstplace,becauseallofKoizumi’scommentsthatappearedinmediaoutletsonly
concernedthepostalreformbills,withnothingaboutdiplomacywithAsiaatall.
Thereremainsanotherproblem regardingtheinterviews.Bywatchingonlythesound

bitesfrom televisionnews,thereisnoevidencewhetherreportershaveeventriedtoask
follow-upquestionsespeciallywhenKoizumitriedtododgegivingadefiniteansweronan
importantissue.AsfortheYasukuniissue,somequestionsonthatissuebegantoappearin
thenewsoutputsasAugust15approached,butKoizumisimplykeptonsaying,“Iwillmake
anappropriatedecision”everyday.Eventhroughmycarefulobservationoftelevisionnews,
noindication could befound on reportershaving enough gutstodemand additional
commentsbyasking,“Whatdoyoumeanby‘appropriate?’Isitamatteroftiming?”or“Then
whatkindofconditiondoyouregardas‘appropriate’todecide?”Ononeoccasion,noneof
thereporterstookactiontostopKoizumiwhodispleasinglyinterruptedtheinterviewafterhe
respondedroutinely“Iwillmakeanappropriatedecision”andtriedtowalkaway.

Therearemanymorecasesofreporters’negligenceorinabilities.Onedayinthe
summerof2005when Koizumiresponded to criticismsfrom Dietmembersfornot
sufficientlyexplainingthebenefitsofthepostalreform billsaid,“Itriedtoanswervery
slowlyatthedebateinthespecialcommitteesothatallthememberspresentcouldclearly
understandthedetails.Iam tryingtospeakslowlyasIrealizethatIhaveatendencyto
speakfast.”Itwasobviouslyadodge;akeyissuewasthecontentofthebillitself.Butitwas
disappointingtoseethatthereporterholdingthemicrophoneswasmerelynodding,which
manyTV viewerswouldconsiderasasignofconsent,andthatnojournalistspresent
protestedthePrimeMinister’sattempttochangethesubject.

MerelyTrainingforRookieReporters?

WhyarereporterstaskedwithsoimportantamissionastocoveringthePrimeMinister
althoughincapableofderivingmeaningfulcomments?Tounderstandthis,wemusttakea
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lookathowJapanesemediacompaniestraintheirreporters.Customarily,thepoliticsbureaus
ofmajorJapanesenewspapersandtelevisionstationsassignyoung,relativelyinexperienced
reporterstocoverthePrimeMinistersincehiswordsareallconsidered“on-record”,freeing
them from thedifficultresponsibilityofjudging which commentscan and cannotbe
attributedtotheirsource.Inmajornewspapers,newsagenciesandNHK,freshmenreporters
arefirstassignedtosmallbranchofficesinruralareasandtheylearnbasicjournalism
disciplines,firstbycoveringasmalllocalgovernment.Fivetosevenyearslater,after
understandingthemechanismsofthepowerstructureofasocietythatmovesreportersto
largerbranchesinseveralyearscycles,someofthemarefinallypromotedtoTokyoorOsaka
andarenominatedtocovernationwideandinternationalissues.Bythattime,theywould
havereachedtheirearlythirtiesandhavealreadylearnedvariouscustomsandstyles,aswell
asestablishingpersonalrelationshipswithpoliticiansandgovernmentofficials.Ontheother
hand,politicalreportersofmajorcommercialtelevisionnetworksarefarmoreinexperienced
thanthoseofnewspapers.Mostofthem areonlyintheirearlytwentiesandinthemost
extremecasetheyarefreshmenwhojuststartedhis/hercareerafewmonthsago.Inthe
eveningsessions,thePrimeMinisterisinterviewedmainlybysuchunskilledreporterswho
areoftentootimidtoaskanyad-libquestions.

Oneformerseniorpoliticaleditorfrom abroadcastingstationexplainedtomethathe
believedmajormediaoutletshaveusedthePrimeMinisters’interviewsasopportunitiesto
trainjuniorreportersfrom beingintimidatedtotalktorenownedpoliticians.5)Healsosaid
thatthemembersofthepressclubdonotseemtotakethisproblemveryseriouslybecause
inanycase,theywillstillbeobtainingKoizumi’s“attractive”soundbites.Headmittedthat
the quality ofthe questionsasked were sometimesso poorto the pointofbeing
embarrassed.Therefore,hethinksthatcommercialstationstrynottodisclosethefull
contentoftheinterviewslesttheylosepublictrust.

Anotherseniorreporterfromanewsagencycurrentlyworkingatthepressclubcitedan
exampleoftheridiculoustypesofquestionsasked.OnereporteraskedonChristmasEve,
“PeoplearefidgetyaboutChristmas,whatdoyouthink,Mr.PrimeMinister?”Hewonderedif
shewastryingtogetKoizumitodeliveraChristmasmessagetothepublic.6)Thesenior
reportertriedtoexplainwhyhiscompanydoesnotprovidethewholerecordofthe
interviewsfortheirreaders.Hesaidhisemployerdoesnotfeelthattheyarewithholding
information.Rather,thecompanybelievesthatthejobofjournalistsistoselectnewstopics
toreportandcommenton,fromthemanyavailabletothem.

Government’sInactiveness

IntheUnitedStates,thewebsiteoftheWhiteHouseusuallyprovidesthefullcontentsof
speechesdeliveredbypoliticalleadersforthepressorforthepublic,eitherintheform of
videosortranscripts.Naturally,anygovernmentagencyorpoliticalpartyisexpectedto
providesuchrecordsofofficialstatementsonitswebsite.Althoughsuchrecordscanbe
covertlyalteredfrom originalsforpoliticalreasons,theyaretheleastcontributingmaterials



forpeopletodiscussinademocraticsociety.Butitseemsthatwecannotcountonthe
Japanesegovernmenttobeevenasopenasthiswebsite.

ThewebsiteofthePrimeMinister’sOfficeisadministratedbythePublicRelations
DivisionoftheCabinetOffice.TheyhavealsobeenpromotingKoizumi’se-mailmagazine
named“Lion’sHeart”7),buttheyappearreluctantwhenitcomestoinformationdisclosure–
thewebsitecurrentlyonlydisplayslimitedrecordsofspeechesbythePrimeMinisterandthe
CabinetSecretary.BesideswrittendocumentsandformalspeechesmadeattheDiet’s
plenarysessions,theonlysourcesmadeavailablearearchivesof“formal”pressconferences,
whichareusuallyheldonlyafteran“importantpoliticaljuncture.”8)Furthermore,noscripts
orvideoscanbefoundanywhereonthewebsite.EventhoughthepresentCabinetSecretary,
ShinzoAbe(asofAugust,2006),holdspressconferencestwiceadayonweekdaysbefore
televisioncameras,includingtheonefromthePrimeMinister’sOffice,videosandscriptsare
limitedonlytotheopeningcomments,whilequestion-and-answersessionsareexcludedfrom
thewebsite.ThePublicRelationsDivisionoftheCabinetOfficegivestworeasonsasan
explanation.Thefirstisthattheresourcestheycanspareformaintainingthewebsite,budget
andmanpower,areverylimited.9)Thereareonlytwoofficialswhoareresponsibleforediting
thecontentofthewebsiteandtheysayitisimpossibletocoverallthespeechesandevents
relevanttotheCabinetandthePrimeMinister.Itseemsthatnodiscussionhasevertaken
placeintheJapanesegovernmentregardingexpandingthePublicRelationssectioninorder
toprovidethepublicwithmoreinformationthroughitswebsite.
Thesecondreason,whichiscloselyrelatedtothefirst,ismoretechnical,butcrucial.

TheCabinetOfficehasitsownstandardsfordecidingwhichkindofinformationhashigher
priorityfordisplayinthewebsite.Theysaythatthewebsitecanonlyincludeinformation
which“thegovernmentregardsas‘necessary’toannouncepublicly.’”Regardingthereason
fornotincludingthePrimeMinister’sdailyinterviewsonthelist,theydonotconsiderthose
interviewstohavethesamestatusasthe“official”pressconferences,whichareheld
approximatelyfivetoseventimesayear,contradictingthefactthattheyadmitthePrime
Minister’scommentsfromthoseinterviewsas“official.”InJapan,decisionsonhostingpress
conferencesarenotdecidedbygovernmentofficesorpoliticalparties,butbypressclubs,a
practicethatappearstobehighlyunusualtoforeigners.ThePublicRelationsDivisionofthe
CabinetOfficeconsidersKoizumi’snightlyinterviewasaprivateconversationwiththepress
club,nottothepublic,thereforeitistheresponsibilityofthejournalistsinthepressclub,
notthecabinet,todecidewhichcontentsshouldbedisclosedtothepublic.Forthesame
reason,onlytheopeningremarksoftheCabinetSecretary’sdailypressconferencesare
consideredaspartofthepublicrecordbytheCabinetOffice,whileentrustingthepresswith
theauthoritytodecidewhichpartsofthequestion-and-answersessionsshouldbemade
public.Initsdefense,theCabinetOfficeclaimsthattheserulesaremerelytemporary,but
theyhaveshownnoindicationofseriouslyconsideringrevisions.Inthisway,theJapanese
governmentcompromisesthepeople’srightstofreeaccessofinformation.
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Media’sNegligence

TheJapanesegovernmentis,nevertheless,makingsomeeffortstoincreasetheamount
ofcontentavailableonthewebsite.ThewebsiteofthePrimeMinister’sOfficeistryingto
introduce “GovernmentInternetTV,”10) which containsinterview videoswith Cabinet
ministers,educationalvideosonnewlegislation,andthelike.Asapartofthisimprovement,
thePublicRelationssectionoftheCabinetOffice,inlateMayof2005,askedthepressclubif
theywouldmakeavailablethefullvideoofthePrimeMinister’sdailyinterviewsandthe
CabinetSecretary’sdailypressconferences,bothfilmedbygovernment’sowncameracrews,
ontheirwebsite.Immediatelyaftertheproposal,thepressclubheldameetingwiththechief
reportersfrom eachofthemembermediaoutlets.Surprisingly,asidefrom proposinga
conditionthatthevideocontentsmustbedisplayedintheoriginal,uneditedformat,the
participantsexpressedreluctanceandsuspiciontowardtheidea.Oneofthemexpressedhis
discomfortopenly,saying“Ournewsgatheringactivitiesarecompletelydifferentfrom the
government’sPR activitiesandthereforeitiscompletelyunreasonabletodisclosethe
interviewonthewebsite.”(Butifthegovernmentpromisestomakethevideoavailableinfull
withnoedits,canthefairnessofinterviewcontentsandindependenceofthepressmembers
beprotectedaslongastheinterviewisconductedbythemembersofthepressclub?There
isnootherwebsiteexceptforthegovernment’sowntocarrythefullversionoftheinterview
andifanymemberofthepressclubisapprehensiveaboutthegovernment’sdeceitoverthe
publicbyfalsifyingtherecord,thatnewspaperortelevisionshouldundertakeamissionto
watchdog instead.)Others were concerned aboutdisclosing reporters’identities and
affiliationsforsecurityreasonsiftheyairthewholevideo.”11)(Aretheyworkinginacountry
wherethereareterrorists’attacksasdailyoccurrencesasinIraq?Itissurprisingthatsuch
top-rankedJapanese“journalists”thusfeartheiridentitiestobeexposed.Aretheyreally
eligibletocoverpoliticsas“journalists”?)
Thepressclubdecidedtoconsulttheirsenioreditorsonthematteranditwaseventually

discussedattheJapanNewspaperPublishersandEditor’sAssociation(NihonShinbun
Kyokai),whichhasamembershipofonehundredandeightnewspapers,fournewsagencies,
andthirty-oneradioortelevisionbroadcastingstations.12)Theorganizationmanagedtoreach
atentativeagreementinearlySeptemberof2005anddraftedaninternaldocumentfor
circulationamongitsmembers.Thedocumentreiteratedtheirbasicunderstandingthatpress
conferencesheldatmajorpressclubsingovernmentagenciesarehostedandoperatedby
pressclubs,notbythegovernment.Whiletheagreementconfirmedthepeople’srighttofree
accessofinformation asan importantpoint,itconcluded that“Therefore,ifpress
conferences,whichareessentiallyheldfornewsreports,areexploitedbythegovernmentto
drawpublicity,‘itwouldnotbeappropriatefortheintendedpurpose.’”
Oneofthefifty-sevennewssectionexecutivesfrommajormediaoutletspartyexpressed

hisdisappointmenttotheagreement,sayingthatthediscussionwasmerelyanexpressionof
theirreluctancetowardfulldisclosureofnews-reportingactivities.Hepointsoutthatthe
mediaareafraidtobroachthissubject,asnewspapersareseriouslyworriedthattheinternet



wouldrob“vestedrights”from them asguardiansofinformationwhiletelevisionnetworks
arereluctanttotakeanyinitiativesincethegovernmenthasnotyetdecideditspolicyonthe
“fusionbetweentelevisionandinternet.”Allalong,theKoizumiAdministrationhasbeen
tryingtousethedailyinterviewsanditswebsiteaspowerful“propaganda”tools.13)The
executivefurthercriticizedscholarsinmediaandjournalism forputtingtoomuchemphasis
onfreeaccessofinformation,astheyareunwittinglysupportingtheestablishmentofa
systemwherethewebsiteofthePrimeMinister’sOfficeincludesvideocontentsofthedaily
interviewswithoutregardtotheunsecuredstructureofwebsites--thattheycanbeeasilyand
secretlyalteredforpoliticalreasons.Therealsoremainsunresolvedthefundamentalquestion
onthetraditionalpracticesofpressclubsinJapan,suchaswhetherpressconferencesare
hostedbytheclubsratherthanbythepersonororganizationbeingcoveredandifpress
clubsareconsistentwiththeprincipleofthepeople’srightstofreeaccessofinformation.

UnderdevelopmentofJapanesePressDemocracy

InthepressclubofthePrimeMinister’sOffice,“managers”arerotatedeverytwo
monthsamongclubmembers.Toimprovethewebsite,thePublicRelationsDivisionofthe
CabinetOfficehasaskedtonegotiateonincludingthevideomaterialsinquestionwhenever
themanagerschange,sincethisistheonlyofficialopportunityforthem todirectlycontact
themembersofthepressclub.14)Butsuchdiscussionshavenevertakenplacesincelast
September.Onereasonforthishasbeenaparticularlyactivenewscycleduringthelastsix
months,withprominentstoriesincludingthefalsifyingofearthquake-resistancedatausedfor
constructingcondominiumsandhotels,BSEandJapan’sbeefimportsfromtheUnitedStates,
thearrestofTakafumiHorie,aflamboyantinternetentrepreneurwhoranasacandidatein
lastyear’sgeneralelectionwithPrimeMinisterKoizumi’spersonalbacking,forviolationof
the Securities Exchange Law and bid rigging scandals at the Defense Facilities
Administration.Thiscyclehadleftthemediatoobusytodiscussdetailsaboutthewebsite.
Butitalsoreflectsthemedia’sindifferencetocreatingabettersystem fortheirreadersor
viewerstoaccessinformation.ThePublicRelationsDivisionexplainedthattheyreceive
minimalsupportfrom thepublicthroughe-mailsforimplementingreformstoitswebsite.
PeoplemightbeinterestedonlyinwhichtieKoizumiiswearingtoday,butnotwhathesays
aboutpolicies.
ThestatusoftheagreementbetweenKoizumiandthepressclubtoholdinterview

sessionstwiceadayisonlytemporaryandthenextPrimeMinisterShinzoAbedecidedto
holdinterviewsessiononlyonceadayintheevenings(asofoctober,2006).Ithinkmedia
shouldpushforprogresstowardasystem wherethewebsiteincludesthefullrecordof
Koizumi’sinterviews.Also,Ithinkitisnecessaryforatleastnewsagenciesandmajor
newspaperstomaketheirownrecordsofthoseinterviewsavailabletothepublic,similarto
thescriptservicewhichsomeforeignnewsagencies,suchasReuters,provide.Itisvery
importanttoprovideanalternativerecordtomonitoranyattemptstocovertlymodifywritten
recordsusedtomanipulatepublicperceptions.Intheworst-casescenario,thenextPrime
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Ministercouldholdinterviewsexclusivelywiththecameracrew ofthePublicRelations
sectionandplacethevideoonthewebsiteaftereditinginaccordancewithpoliticalintentions
thatthepubliccannotdetect.Sincethemediamaynotbesoluckyinfuture,theyneedto
pushthismatterbeforeKoizumi’stermasaPrimeMinisterisover.

Notes

1) Thepressclubdidnotgiveupaskingquestionswhilewalking,insistingthatitwastheright

ofthepresstocoverthePrimeMinisterunconditionallyatanytimeoroccasion,butKoizumi

hasceasedtorespondsincetheagreement.

2) AuthorwasworkingatTVAsahi,oneofsixmajornetworks,forsixteenyearsuntilMarch,

2005andconfirmedthatthereporterswhocovertheinterviewsalwaysmakedetailed,word-

for-wordmemosandsendthemtointernalnetworksothatotherreportersandproducersin

thenewssectioncouldread.Authoralsofoundoutthatalmostallmajornewsoutletsofthe

pressclubinthePrimeMinister’sOfficefollowthesamepractices.

3) AsofApril,2006,theonlywebsitewhichprovidestheentirevideooftheinterviewisbyNTV

(NihonTelevision).On“Dai-NiNipponTV(SecondNTV)”,aventureprojectthatNTVhas

begunasapaid,on-demandstylewebsiteinOctober,2005,viewerscanwatchthevideoas

freecontents.Thoseinterviews,unfortunately,arenotpermanentlystored;theyaredeleted

everymonthasanindexcalendaronthewebsitechanges.

4) Author’stelephoneinterviewwithofficialsofthePressRelationsOfficeatthePrimeMinister’s

office(February2,2006)andanothertelephoneinterview withofficialsfrom thePublic

RelationsDivisionoftheCabinetOffice(March14,2006),allintervieweesagreedtointroduce

theirwordsontheconditionofanonymity.

5) Author’sinterviewwithaformerpoliticaleditorfromoneofthefivecommercialbroadcasting

stationsonJanuary31,2006.

6) Author’sinterviewonJanuary17,2006withaseniorreporterfromoneofthenewsagencies

whoiscurrentlyworkingatthepressclubofthePrimeMinister’sOffice.Healsoagreedto

answeronoff-the-recordbasis.

7) ThemailmagazinewasfoundedinMay,2001anditissaidthatitwasnamedafterKoizumi’s

nickname,ashislongandwavedhairstyleresemblesthemaneofamalelion.

http://www.kantei.go.jp/

8) ThePrimeMinister’sofficialpressconferencesarecustomaryheldat1)thebeginningofthe

year,2)theendofbothregularandextraordinarysessionsoftheDiet,3)theapprovalsofthe

budgetandotherimportantbillssuchasSpecialMeasuresLaw forHumanitarianand

ReconstructionAssistanceinIraq,4)theendofofficialvisitstoforeigncountriesincluding

bilateralmeetings with leaders and presence at conferences held by international

organizations,suchastheUnitedNations,G8,APEC.

9) Author’stelephoneinterviewwithanofficialfromthePublicRelationsDivisionoftheCabinet

OfficeonMarch14,2006.

10)http://nettv.gov-online.go.jp

11)Author’s interview on February 20,2006 with one ofthe seniorreporters from a



membercompanyofthepressclubatthePrimeMinister’sOffice.Theintervieweeagreedto

discloseinformationontheconditionofanonymity.

12)http://www.pressnet.or.jp/

13)Authorreceivedane-mailandhadatelephoneinterviewwithoneofthefifty-sevennewsroom

executivesoftheTokyo-basedmediaoutletsonMarch14,2006.

14)ItisthePressRelationsOfficeofthePrimeMinister’sOfficetocustomarydealwiththepress

andthepressclub.
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「日本メディアの隠された閉鎖性」
─首相のぶらさがりインタビューの情報は大手メディアにより

「知る権利」がふみにじられている

奥村 信幸＊

自民党の派閥力学に拠らず，国民の人気に直接支えられてきた小泉（前）首相のメディア対策は特
に優れていた。有名なスポーツ選手や芸能人とカメラに収まってスポーツ紙や週刊誌などにも頻繁に
登場して親近感を演出した。そして彼が一番利用したツールはテレビであった。歴代首相の伝統を破
り，１日２回の「ぶら下がり」インタビューの機会を設け，国民に直接語りかけるという戦略をとっ
たのである。小泉首相は政治のみならず，プロ野球やオリンピックなどにも明るくコメントに応じる
ので，特に夕方に行われるインタビューは，いち早くNHKの午後７時のニュースや民放の夜のニュ
ースで取り上げられ，国民の注目を集め，小泉首相もメディア（特にテレビ）の側双方ともその恩恵
に与ってきた。
しかし，官邸が「首相の公式発言である」と認めるこのインタビューの「全体」は，驚くべきこと

にどこにも記録が残っていない。我々が眼にするのは，わずか数秒から十数秒のテレビニュースの
「サウンドバイト」と首相の発言の一部を引用した政治記事だけである。「全体で何問のやりとりがあ
ったのか」「それに首相はどのように応えたのか，自信に満ちていたのか，不快そうだったのか」「な
されるべきどんな質問が記者団から出なかったのか」を検証することができない（最近の一部の民放
のウェブサイトでは数日間の映像を参照することは可能になった）。
首相のインタビューでは通常，「番記者」と呼ばれる首相担当の記者が代わる代わる代表を務める。

「首相番」は各報道機関とも一番経験の浅い記者が担当するケースが多く，特に地方勤務を経ないで
政府や中央省庁の取材現場に派遣される民放の記者は，最悪の場合，入社数カ月の２０歳台の若者にな
る。そのような記者が繰り出す質問は果たして首相のコメントを引き出すのに有効なのだろうか。あ
る民放のベテラン記者は質問の仕方や内容が公開に耐えないことがあると認め，少なくとも民放はイ
ンタビュー全体の公開に積極的になれないのではないかと証言した。しかしメディアは，何はともあ
れ魅力的な小泉首相のサウンドバイトが取れるということで，この問題を放置してきた。
官邸のウェブサイトでも首相インタビューのすべてのやりとりは参照できない。正式な記者会見や

公式なスピーチ，官房長官の記者会見も質疑応答の部分は載っていない。サイト運営の責任をもつ内
閣府広報室は，「政府が『公式に』アナウンスしたほうがいいと判断したものしかウェブサイトには掲
載しない」と回答し，「公式発言」としているぶらさがりインタビューについては「メディアの責任で
公開すべき」としている。内閣府広報室はこの状態が永久的ではないとしたものの，改善の兆しは見
られない。

＊立命館大学産業社会学部助教授
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実はウェブサイトに首相インタビューの記録が掲載されないのには隠れた重大な理由がある。内閣
府広報室は密かに官邸の記者クラブに対し，インタビューに広報室のテレビカメラを入れ，その映像
をウェブサイトにアップしたいと再三打診してきたが，各報道機関は「質問する記者の所属が明らか
になる」「内閣府広報室がビデオを編集する恐れはないのか」などの理由をつけて難色を示し，報道機
関の幹部が日本新聞協会で協議した結果，「インタビューはそもそも記者クラブの主催で行われてい
る」ことを強調して，「その内容が『政府の宣伝』に使われるのは望ましくない」との内部文書をまと
め，内閣広報室は記者クラブと再度交渉を行わなければならなくなった。
しかし，その文書がまとめられた２００５年９月以来，記者クラブ側と広報室との交渉が進展した形跡

はない。当時の各社の協議に加わったある報道機関の幹部は「メディアの既得権益に固執しているだ
けだった」と述懐する。
後任の安倍首相はインタビューの回数を１日１回に減らしてしまった（２００６年１０月現在）。米国の

ホワイトハウスのように全ての大統領発言をウェブサイトに掲載しているといっても，それらは勝手
に書き換えられる恐れもあり，完全な「お手本」とは言い難い。やはり各報道機関が首相とのやりと
りという「真剣勝負」を責任を持って公開し，国民全体で検証ができる環境を整えなければならない。
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