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Food Safety and Corporate Deviance

HOGETSU Makoto *

Abstract: This report discusses food safety from the perspective of corporate deviance. Given the
fact that most food is produced and distributed as merchandise, it is meaningful to consider food
safety in terms of the behavior of food manufacturers and retailers. To approach this issue, focus
is placed on how deviance of food manufacturers can occur, what kind of social control over food
businesses is necessary in order to enhance food safety, and what attitudes should be taken
toward food safety.

From my study, the following three points have become clear.

(1) The deviance of food manufacturers can be divided into four types of deviant activities:
“safety disregarding,” “bottom-line-oriented,” “deviance-inducing,” and “corporate negligence.” All
these types are explained by the following proposition: the risk of corporate deviance is enhanced
when corporate management has a wrong perception that problems confronting the company
should be resolved even by resorting to illegal means and when there exists a corporate culture
of disregarding social responsibility. (2) Besides this, there are six other factors that can
contribute to corporate deviance. A practical and effective solution is to eliminate those factors
that can be easily controlled, instead of attempting to deal with all the factors. (3) To enhance
food safety, it is necessary to develop a new philosophy on food safety beyond currently
conventional ideas based on awareness in everyday life, scientific grounds, and worst-case

scenarios.

Keywords: food safety, deviance of food manufacturers, control
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