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‘Verein zur Beforderung des GewerbefleilSes zu PreulSen’
and their Prize Problems (1822-1840) (First Half):
Origin of grants for the development of science and technology:
from the “organization of industrial management” to the “organization of science”

MIYASHITA Shinkichi *

Abstract: For most developed countries today, it is very important to promote scientific and
technological research by providing grants. Social history of Science has not clearly shown when,
where and how such support for the development of science and technology originated. In
modern times, however, it can date back to the 1820s, when awards were granted in industry fairs
held in Prussian Germany, and prize competitions were held by ‘Verein zur Beforderung des
GewerbefleilSes zu PreulSen’ (established in 1821 and chaired by P. C. W. Beuth).

In Prussian Industrial Fairs held in 1822 and 1827, about 100 and 120 prizes were awarded,
respectively. Criteria for judgment were established based on prices as well as quality. As a result,
a unified domestic market emerged, and manufacturers had to enhance their international
competitiveness in the technological areas that lay on a path toward the great industry based on
machine production.

Against this background, ‘Verein zur Beforderung des GewerbefleiBes zu PreufSen’ launched a prize
competition in 1822, in which problems were posed and rewards were offered for the invention of
technology that was considered beneficial to the country. Those who successfully solved a
problem were awarded gold or silver medals and monetary prizes of from 50 or 100 to 2,000
thalers, and these awards can be regarded as the origin of grants for technological development.

Eight of the 15 problems proposed for the first prize contest held in 1822 were associated with
the Industrial Revolution-leading areas, such as rollers, cloth-drying equipment, textile
spinning/weaving and other machinery. In the 1823 prize contest, government subsidies were also
provided for three out of the 11 problems, which were related to carding machinery. A total of 14
prize problems were posed in 1825 and 1826, most of which focused on dyeing, including madder
and indigo dyeing. Between 1827 and 1840, there were 40 prize problems, which included the
improvement and import of technology as well as invention, gradually taking on a more
experimental research coloration. Thus, problems for the prize contests held by ‘Verein zur
Beforderung des Gewerbefleifies zu PreuBen’ started to advance along the path to grants for
scientific and technological research.

Keywords: Verein zur Beforderung des GewerbefleiSes zu Preulen, prize problem, industry fair,
product and technology evaluation, starting point of grants for the development of
science and technology, organization of science
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