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The Light and Shadow of a Historic City:
Towards a Theory of Ultra-Regeneration

LIM Bon *

Abstract: Historic cities are located in specific geographical areas and are very real places. At the
same time, they are destined to possess universal features. The requirement of a “historic city” is
not whether it is old or new. Rather, it lies in its ability to pose to the rest of the world as a living
historical witness and a model of how it has successfully dealt with, and gained new grounds in
resolving, the ever so complex problems that human societies face. In this paper, the author does
not define Kyoto as an ancient capital of Japan, but instead, views Kyoto as a city reflecting, or
even taking the lead in defining, the typical features of a historic city. The paper illustrates the
potential energy Kyoto city possesses by focusing on the process through which a negative
heritage is used in the service of producing positive results, with the relationship between the
machishu culture and the buraku community, or the majority and minority, shuffled and
reconstructed. In addition, the author attempts to generate a new definition of what a “historic

city” is and to provide a new paradigm for what the author calls the “ultra-regeneration” of a city.

Keywords: historic city, ultra-regeneration, minority group, Kyoto, buraku community, negative

heritage, the power of place
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