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Gendered Work, Family and Participation:
Findings from the Kyoto Women’s Survey
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NAGAHAMA Natsumi ***
Abstract: In this article, we explore several factors that may have an effect on women’s attitudes
towards labor force participation, judgment about jobs, and household labor. We use data from a
survey of 244 women in Kyoto, finding that women’s working lives are influenced by parenthood
to a larger extent, despite the fact that an increasing number of women have entered the labor
force. We investigate whether there are any effects of the employment status of women on their
judgment about jobs. Women working full-time judge jobs more by such intrinsic aspects as self-
expression and individual accomplishment; women working parttime, more by extrinsic
characteristics so that they can balance work and family. We also examine whether there are any
effects of levels of workforce participation on the responsibilities of running a home and raising
children. Both women working fulltime and full-time homemakers have strong gender-role
responsibilities. The results indicate that the societal response to the changing needs of families

has been slow, especially for the respondents during the stages of child-raising.
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