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Media Literacy as Citizenship Education:
Research at the Secondary Education Level in the United Kingdom

FUJII Reiko *

Abstract: By analyzing Teaching TV News, a teaching guide, this paper discusses how media

literacy learning, which focuses on creating citizens, is being practiced at the secondary education
level in the United Kingdom. This guide was produced as part of British media literacy education.
It can also be described as an outcome of the partnership between the government, researchers
and educational institutions. The BFI, which published the guide, is one of the pioneering leaders
in this area. The research literature states that young people in the U.K. are socially marginalized
and alienated from politics. It is recognized nationally that there is a need for education which
creates citizens who can participate actively in society. The guide embodies this idea, aiming to
cultivate citizens who discuss what public service broadcasting should be and how it can be
improved. In Japan, media literacy is not fully recognized by educational institutions and there is
no partnership between organizations as in the U.K. However, in such difficult circumstances, the
possibility of citizenship education in Japan using a media literacy approach must be explored in

future research.

Keywords: media literacy education, citizenship education, high school students, broadcast news,
the British education system, BFI (the British Film Institute), Ofcom (Office of

Communication)
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