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Nonprofit Organizations in the 1960s:
On the Emergence of Citizenship Activities (First Half)

AKIBA Takeshi *

Abstract: About ten years have passed since the NPO Act was promulgated in Japan in 1998. The
number of corporations has increased. NPOs, which are the actors of “citizenship activities”, have
been expected. This study discusses citizenship activities of the 1960s. These activities were
emerging at that time.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the moment of the new social movement. In chapter 1, I
focus on the emergence of “citizenism” at the AMPO protests in 1960. At that time, the orthodox
movement was organized very well by the labor unions and the socialist parties. However, the
participants in new citizenship activities such as new social movement groups, volunteer groups

and Zenkyoto groups etc. were non-sectarian. They tried to put theory to practical use.

Keywords: Nonprofit Organizations, Citizenism, Non-sectarian, Citizenship Activities, Volunteer-

empowerment ideology, Voluntarism, Principle
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