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Modernized Tourism and Supervisory Organization:
from the travel magazine Tabi, published
in the Taisho and early Showa periods

AKAI Shoji*

Abstract: The main purpose of this paper is to examine the structure and nature of Japanese
tourism in the early stage of modernization by regarding “travels in the modern period” as the
“result of modernized tourism,” based on sociological studies on modernization. To this end,
studies conducted on the travel magazine Tabi, published as a journal by the Japan Travel and
Cultural Society and the Japan Travel Society, are analyzed from the perspective of its being a
magazine that served as a limited but civil public sphere. The focus is put on three aspects: 1)
commonalities and differences between the directions taken by travel agencies privately
established and operated around the country and those established by the Ministry of Railways as
a national institution; 2) discussions published in the journal concerning the modernization issues
of improving hotels and group tours; and 3) the circumstances leading to a merger between the
Japan Travel Society and the Japan Tourist Bureau in 1934 and their structural changes for

modernization.

Keywords: Japan Travel Society, Ministry of Railways, modernized tourism, group tour, social

intercourse
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