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Inclusion and Exclusion in Contemporary Civil Society:
Concerning the Boundary between “Citizen” and “Non-Citizen”

FUJITA Satoru®

Abstract: In present Japanese society, there has been a rapid increase in the gap between rich
and poor. This lower group is excluded from the economy and society. This paper discusses the
various theories on civil society concerning the content society situation. To find ways to bridge
the poverty gap and help this group re-integrate in society and the economy, I demonstrate a
theoretical model. In Chapter 1, I present an analysis of today’s “citizens” using three analytical
approaches. It defines existence of “non-citizens” as the hidden side. In Chapter 2, in modern
society, the “non-citizen” has been pushed to the outside of civil society. In contemporary society,
the “non-citizen” is excluded within civil society. This is due to structural transformation. Although
they are “citizens” formally, they are driven into the situation of “non-citizens” substantially by the
difference of the economic and social base. These groups of “non-citizens” are increasing at
present. In Chapter 3, I discuss the theoretical division of there “citizen and non-citizen”. Finally,

I will touch on the paradigm shift for theories on civil society.

Keywords: neo-liberalism, formal citizen, non-citizen (substantial non-citizen), wealth and culture,

economic and social base
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