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Note:

Trends in Resident/Household Composition in an Okinawan Village

NAKAGAWA Katsuo *

Abstract: The research we have conducted to date shows that villages in Okinawa are distinct in
community structure from rural areas in mainland Japan. However, it has been predicted that a
radical change-rapid assimilation into the mainland-may be seen in the community structure of
Okinawan villages due to the rapid spread of the commodity economy from the mainland.
Therefore, we conducted an analysis of trends in residents/households in Village “S” in Okinawa
using data for 1996, 2003 and 2007 from the Basic Resident Register. The results confirmed that a
basic network-oriented community has been maintained, which can largely be attributed to the
realization of “U-turn”: a tendency for people who have worked in other areas to return to their

hometowns.

Keywords: Village “S,” network-oriented community, Basic Resident Register, typology of

households, U-turn
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