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Examination of the functions of the educational support center
in a school for students with special needs in Kyoto city

NIU Takuya *

Abstract: In the school year of 2007, the school education law was revised. Since this revision,
various attempts with challenged students have been conducted in schools for students with
special needs all over the country. For example, some education boards eliminated the barrier
separating different groups of challenged students and now they are able to study in the same
school.

Kyoto city, however, has had this system in place for the past 4 years. Challenged children of
varying abilities have been able to commute to their nearest school and study in the same school
instead of being separated. Moreover in addition the “Hagukumi Support Center” was set up in
each school for students with special needs in Kyoto city. The center is expected to take an active
part in the community. It consults with the surrounding schools about their problems, questions,
worries and so on.

This study analyzed the issues addressed by the center and examined the role special needs
schools play in the development of their students. It showed that many students in public primary
schools were over-diagnosed and labeled as “disabled” when in actuality the problem came down
to class management of a variety of learning speeds. Therefore, this study suggests that schools
for students with special needs require aid in the detection and education of these students during

the early stages of their development.

Keywords: school for students with special needs, educational consultant, disability
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