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To create a new theory of offender therapy from the perspective
of intimate relationship

NAKAMURA Tadashi *

Abstract: The author seeks to examine how Donald Dutton’s personality theory concerning
abusive persons is helpful to understand violence and abuse in intimate relationships. The author’s
interest is in theorizing a new theory of methods of batterer intervention by linking the clinical
viewpoint or variables with gender perspective. In other words, because family violence is a
multidisciplinary subject, research based on clinical practice needs to differentiate between
forensic system and theory. Current treatment programs in the field of family-related violence and
abuse have a common goal, to educate men who have problems to recognize and accept
responsibility for their violent behavior and the need for change. The author believes this
approach is insufficiently developed to apply to Japanese men. To create a more comprehensive
theory in clinical practice, micro (personality theory)-macro (gender perspective) links need to be

taken into consideration. This article is the first step toward the realization of this linkage.

Keywords: intimate relationship, domestic violence, abusive personality, masculinity, offender

therapy
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