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Logic and Dynamics of Carer Support:
The new perspective on Care and Gender

SAITO Mao*

Abstract: This paper will attempt to explore the new perspective of carer support. The emphasis
is placed upon the unpaid carers who take care of their family in their private sphere. First, the
paper investigates ‘the inevitable dependency’ and ‘the secondary dependency’ of carers through
the lens of ethics of care. The latter is a major logic of carer support. In order to successfully
perform care without losing themselves and their resources, meanwhile, the public support is
essentially required. Second, the paper concerns to map out the carer support in the dynamics of
socialization of care. Finally, the paper reveals the possibility of not only outsourcing but also
diversification of carers as well as family carer’s support; the new forms of socialization of care. In
order to establish diverse carer supports, more precisely, the paper proposes that care as a
process, carer’s needs assessment, compatibility of care and work, compatibility of care with work

and QOL of carers must be recognized.

Keywords: Carers support, Gender, Ethics of Care, Secondary dependency, Socialization
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