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Observational study of symbolic play in young children;
Focused on a two-year-old class of a nursery school

INOUE Yohei *

Abstract: The present observational study investigated how young children develop symbolic play
(pretending that A is B) in daily life. A two-year-old class (twenty-one children; ranging from 29 to
40 months) of a nursery school was the subject of this study. During observation 109 episodes
were collected, and those episodes were analyzed in terms of two viewpoints. One was an intra-
individual process, based on whether the pretend context was formed or not. The other was an
inter-individual process, based on whether the pretend scenario was shared with others or not.
Episodes were classified into four types (‘shared’, ‘non-shared’, ‘unformed’, and ‘decoupled’ type).
The results indicated the following four points. (1) In the case of a ‘shared’ type, interpersonal
interaction was usually smooth. (2) Children in the case of ‘non-shared’ type tended to insist on
their own intentions, because the pretend scenario was not shared. (3) Children corresponding to
the ‘unformed’ type were influenced with not timing of interaction but its contents. (4) Episodes of

‘decoupled’ type were not confirmed by around 3 years of age.

Keywords: Pretending that A is B (Symbolic play), Pretend context, Pretend scenario, 2- to 3-year-

old children, a nursery school, Observational study
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