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Facts and Issues Concerning Support for Continuous Employment
(Type A) in A City

ITO Naoki *

Abstract: Support for Continuous Employment (Type A) is a new system enacted by the Service
and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act, which may be equivalent to “sheltered
employment.” We can expect positive results because sheltered employment has not taken root in
Japan. However, a number of problems exist concerning its institutional design and we need to
understand the exact facts. The author has commenced a study of the facts and issues
surrounding Support for Continuous Employment (Type A) which was established approximately
four years ago. This research paper summarizes interviews which were carried out as a
preliminary investigation in order to obtain sufficient information to undertake nationwide
research. We can say that the use of Support for Continuous Employment (Type A) matches the
sheltered employment as defined by ILO, but certain facts and legalities within Japan make it
inappropriate to regard it specifically as sheltered employment. This paper highlights this matter
of definition. At the same time, in relation to the future study, the author clarifies the importance

of both the process of the business start and the form or scale of corporate bodies involved.

Keywords: Support for Continuous Employment (Type A), Welfare Factory, Service and Supports
for Persons with Disabilities Act, sheltered employment, special reduction of minimum

wage
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