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The Shifting Discourse around the Neo-Liberal Reform in Japanese Social
Welfare Administration

ISHIKURA Yasuji *

Abstract: Neoliberal policy was introduced into Japanese social welfare system these two decades.
I try to trace the shifting process of the discourses around the Neo-Liberal Reform in Japanese
Social Welfare Administration. The discourses which I focused are introduced by the persons who
stood near the policy planner or the administrators of social welfare organizations. I described
some key terms, for example, the service provider, the entry of private company into welfare
service provider, the regulation in social welfare, equal footing, the Sochi System bashing, contract
system, freedom of choice, the reform of Social Welfare Charitable Organization, New Public and
the Social Care policy as an economic policy. And also I described that those key words are
involved braking down the fundamental function or the historical remarks of social welfare and

social work in Japan after World War II.

Keywords: Neo-liberalism, the Sochi System, Social Welfare Charitable Organization, New Public

Management, the Regulations in social welfere

* Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University



