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Employment Policy for People with Disabilities
and Public Attitude toward Human Rights :
From a comparative study between Japan and Korea

ITO Naoki *

Abstract: Employment Support for people with disabilities is insufficient and much more public
assistance is required. In order to increase public assistance, public attitude should be supportive.
Thus, it is also necessary to examine the public attitude toward employment support for people
with disabilities. Through a Japan-Korean cross-national social survey, at first, this paper shows
there is still discrimination against people with disabilities in terms of employment in both nations.
Korea, however, has a more positive attitude toward employment support for people with
disabilities than Japan. At the same time, the factors which determine the attitude are not from
characteristics or social class but from their experiences or their own personal views. According
to the result of this survey, awareness-raising among ordinary citizens as well as lobbying against
the government is important to prevent negative attitudes. As for the general public, they are the
keys to improving the attitude toward the general right to work and to having frequent and direct
contact with people with disabilities. In addition, this paper clarifies that discussion from the
viewpoint of “Decent Work” that the ILO insists on is much more important than obeying the flux

of neo-liberalism, such as “from welfare to work”.

Keywords: employment for people with disabilities, discrimination against people with disabilities,
attitude research, the Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities, Decent

Work
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