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Interactional Arts Strategies at Buddhist Hospices

SAKIYAMA Haruo *

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to analyze the interaction in palliative care at Buddhist
hospices. At first, many monks tried to import and improve the ideas of the hospice movement
without revealing any overt religious significance. Then, their ideas were accepted by care
workers and clients. Secondly, religion has been used as a symbolic tool at the interactive level.
For example, some monks use the “kesa” (monastic robes) as an “identity kit.” In this way, they
try to divide the sacred place and non-sacred space through the use of kesa. Thus, this paper
shows that the religious meaning of Buddhist hospices has been a hidden symbolic source in

interaction.
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