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The Linguistic Policy of a Korean Girl, Kannani

NISHI Masahiko *

Abstract: Kannani is the common name of the heroine in Yuasa Katsue’s first novel, which was
published in 1935 and aroused polemics, though it seemed to have been seriously mutilated by
Japanese censorship. This paper aims at reevaluating the novel, paying attention in particular to
Kannani’s encouragement of bilingualism to her Japanese boyfriend, Ryaji. It might have looked
eccentric at that time, because bilingualism was negatively esteemed by Japanese monolinguals
and by Korean nationalists as well. Actually we are well-prepared, however, to appreciate it in the
context of contemporary multiculturalism and multilingualism. The main method of this paper is
to locate the novel in the historical context around 1919, referring from time to time to the East
European situation just after the end of WWI, when the principle of national self-determination
was optimistically expected to be able to coexist with the protection of minorities’ rights, and at
the same time comparing it with the quite different situation in the region after WWII, when
cohabitation of a national majority with minorities in a nation-state was anticipated to possibly
result in another disaster like the Holocaust in future. In the final chapter, I make efforts to
outline the synopsis of successive literary approaches in the long term to other writers of bilingual
backgrounds, composed of both homecoming Japanese citizens (Hikiage-sha) and Korean
residents in Japan (Zainichi) who restarted their lives on the Japanese mainland after the end of

WWII. This paper will constitute part of my next book on Colonial Literature and Bilingualism.

Keywords: comparative literature, colonialism, self-determination, language education, language

policy, bilingualism
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