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Charles Zueblin and the Seedtime of the Chicago Recreational Movement :
From social reform to comprehensive city planning

KAWAGUCHI Shinichi *

Abstract: This study is on the subject of the seedtime of the Chicago Recreational Movement. Not
enough study has been carried out to explain how public space was established in the 1890s
United States “Progressive Era,” especially in the city of Chicago where the background to the
popular movement and the process decision were extremely complicated. Thus, to draw a picture
of the early days of the Chicago Recreational Movement, this study focused on the ideas and the
activities of Charles Zueblin, who was the central person in the social reform movement and
specialized on the study of playgrounds in Chicago. Firstly, since Zueblin is not treated as the
central figure of the Chicago School of Sociology and has not been studied thoroughly, his
evaluation in Japan and the United States is reviewed and reevaluated. Secondly, social settlements
connected with Zueblin (Hull-House, The Northwestern University Settlement, and the University
of Chicago Settlement) are analyzed in terms of social reform activities and their relationship to
the recreational movement including their geographical and spatial locations. Thirdly, Zueblin’s
article and books: AJS article “Municipal Playground in Chicago”(1898); American Municipal
Progress (1902); and A Decade of Civic Development (1905) are reviewed and analyzed. Finally, this
study successfully (but not completely) draws the picture of Zueblin’s thoughts and activities in a
stream until his resignation from the University of Chicago. Overall, this study explains a part of
the process of making public space an arena for recreation through Zueblin’s research and social

activities and their reevaluation.

Keywords: Zueblin, recreation, Settlement, Chicago School of Sociology (early days of), social

reform, comprehensive city planning
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