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Research Note
How to Promote the Employment of Persons with Disabilities

MINESHIMA Atsushi *
OKAMOTO Hiroko **

Abstract: Discussions have been held worldwide on how best to promote the employment of
persons with disabilities, and the issue has been approached from various angles ranging from
employment quota systems for disabled persons to anti-discrimination laws. Moreover, there has
been growing debate on a third way to provide employment support, including employment of
persons with disabilities by social enterprises, employment by welfarerelated facilities and
companies and employment by private enterprises. This research note proposes to, before
advancing these arguments, to review the discussions held so far and sort out issues to be
tackled, to consider the official restrictions imposed on private companies and supervision by
regulatory authorities. This note also indicates that Japan’s major challenges are to clarify the
delay in addressing this issue and examine how official restrictions should be imposed on major
companies concerning the employment of persons with disabilities, how to draw a line between
employment by welfare-related facilities/companies and employment by private companies, and

how the third way to provide support, including the rules of such support, should be developed.

Keywords: employment of persons with disabilities, employment quota system, employment
discrimination law, employment by welfarerelated facilities and companies, social

enterprise
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