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How Can We Create Jobs in a Local Community? :
Schemes and features of employment policies of Toyonaka City, Osaka

SAKURAI Junri *

Abstract: Though employment is a vital key for maintaining safe and decent living, it has become
more and more difficult for ordinary people (i.e., without prominent skills or “employability,”) to
remain stably employed. As many big global companies often shift their production overseas, it is
necessary to create local jobs which are rooted in regions. In this paper, schemes and features of
employment policies of Toyonaka City are examined as a case study of support for both
jobseekers in the region and local small and medium-sized businesses as well. Main findings are
as follows: (1) the regional job support center in Toyonaka makes much effort to properly match
jobseekers and local companies, (2) many policy measures attempt to create new jobs which suit
jobseekers with difficulties, such as people with disabilities, single parents, those who receive
public benefits, immigrants, youth and so on, (3) municipal policy-makers and local employers are
co-acting to diffuse sound and decent jobs in the region in the course of implementing these

policies.

Keywords: regional job support center, regional employment policy, municipal employment office,

personal support service center
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