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A Study of Chicago’s Recreational Movement and Americanization :
issues concerning Protestantism and Settlement.

KAWAGUCHI Shinichi *

Abstract: This essay discusses the topic of whether the recreational movement in Chicago played
a role in “Americanization.” The early years of the recreational movement led by settlement, is
recognized as a matter of Christian philanthropy, and the outcome is evaluated as it contributed to
the development of recreation for everyone. However, the fact was that Americanization was the
only way for relief, and that recreation had been programmed as the method of Americanization.
Settlement leaders in Chicago, who were also Social Gospelers and Progressives, had been, in the
process of the Era, facing the immigrant workers who were forced to become Americanized in
order to live with harmony in the community, under the various and complicated power of the
wealthy and middle-class, rooted in American Protestantism. Although proof should be established
at some stage in the future, this essay developed the topic through argument on the contradiction
and antagonism of Protestantism through the “Gilded Age” and “Progressive Era,” firstly how
Social Gospelers approached immigrant workers for problem solving, and finally, what happened

through settlement, as the forefront, and in the communities of Chicago, as a consequence.

Keywords: Recreation, Americanization, Protestantism, Social Gospel, Settlement, Gilded Age,

Progressive Era
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