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Research Note
Repeal of the Alien Registration Act and Basic Resident Register
as A New Residency Management System :
The Principle of Alien Management

HARAJIRI Hideki *

Abstract: The Japanese Alien Registration Act (legislated in 1952) was abolished in July, 2012. At
that time a new immigration control system based on the Basic Resident Register was
inaugurated. This paper examines the basic principle of the system and interprets historically the
consistency of this principle. Through this approach the following topics will be elucidated:
(Section 1) What is the Japanese Alien Registration Act? (Section 2) What is the role of the Basic
Resident Register? (Section 3) Aliens controlled by the Basic Resident Register, (Section 4) the
basic historical principle of the immigration control system in Japan. During the Meiji era the
Japanese government decided to establish the koseki or the family register system based upon
family lineage. All Japanese citizens have been controlled by this system until now. All Japanese
must have a koseki and aliens are excluded by this system. The koseki is the national, state and
social ID for Japanese. The role of the Basic Resident Register is not part of the Japanese ID
system and is just for the local government control of Japanese and alien residents. In addition to
this control, aliens must be controlled by the Japanese government through this system. In Japan
all aliens other than members of the American military are outsiders and must be controlled by
the Japanese government. If such aliens want to survive and have good lives in Japan, they have
to choose Japanese nationality and be registered in a koseki. The concept of being Japanese means
not only Japanese citizenship holders but also descendants of residents from ancient times in
Japan. This is why Korean residents have to conceal their past and pass themselves off as
Japanese. Since most Japanese are not interested in aliens, or in other words in their own society,

they are interested in their nation but not the modern nation-state.

Keywords: Management of Aliens, Koseki, Nationalism Based on Blood, Indifference
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