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Research Note
The Social Studies Capability Needed by Primary School Teachers
and its Training Method

KAKUDA Masashi *

Abstract: This paper discusses the Social Studies capability needed by primary school teachers
and its training method, based on the trend of teacher education in recent years. Disagreements
remain within the field of Social Studies, concerning the essence of the subject. The reply to the
question “What is Social Studies?” has not been settled. Therefore, teachers need to give more
careful consideration to the aim of social studies lessons than in the case of other subjects,
scrutinizing the target, contents, and methods of each lesson or unit. Social Studies lessons that
conform to the public curriculum (in Japan) are carried out focusing on people’s efforts, a device
and a thought, and a wish. It is necessary to form social recognitions based on people’s actions
and psychology. On the other hand, if the objective is to make children understand society
scientifically, teachers need to understand that it is necessary to focus on the social system and
structure behind people’s acts, and to plan Social Studies lessons from this viewpoint. In teacher
education, it is important to ensure that students who wish to become teachers understand that
Social Studies lessons are necessary to add a suitable arrangement (gate keeping) to a public
curriculum. It also is important to tackle teacher education for Social Studies, with the awareness
that a teacher should not be a curriculum user, but a curriculum maker. If possible, it is desirable
for teacher education for all subjects to also take the same approach. Especially in the case of

those elementary schools in which one teacher teaches all subjects, it is very important.

Keywords: Elementary Schools, Social Studies, Teacher Education, Gate keeping
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