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Issues of “Support Philosophy” and Methods to Assist Socially-withdrawn
Adolescents (HIKIKOMORI) :

Based on comparative research of youth problems between South Korea and Japan
(The third report)

YAMAMOTO Kohei '

Abstract : In 2005, the Japan-ROK international symposium on HIKIKOMORI was held in Ritsumeikan
University. At that time, some presenters introduced the so-called “Korean type” of this social withdrawal
phenomenon. In response to this, I have studied the issues of “support philosophy” and methods to assist
socially-withdrawn adolescents based on comparative research. This study shows youth social work’s

» «

“mission,” “practical philosophy” and “social movement,” based on both nations’ youth narratives. In
addition, the 386 (or 486) generations, which supported the democratization of South Korea and led some
civil movements, are targeted in this qualitative analysis. Naturally, social work involves stages of
development to improve individuals and community. People need to realize that they are their own agent in
life. Moreover, these agents and social workers gradually change their community and society through
interaction, along with community residents. In order to face the difficulties in creatively shaping one’s
being, a place is needed especially for youth to exist as “unique” individuals based on cooperative

relationships.

Keywords : youth social work, South Korea-Japan comparison research, HIKIKOMORI, cooperative

relationship, topos of existence
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