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Structure of UNESCO 2009 FCS and Its Limit
to Identify Some Cultural Activities

NAGASAWA Katsushige '

Abstract : This paper examines the “2009 UNESCO Framework for Cultural Statistics” (2009 FCS). The
merits of 2009 FCS are, (1) describing the whole cultural production process by cultural cycle model, (2)
defining cultural domain, related domain and transversal domain, and (3) ensuring international
comparability using standard classification systems. However, not all cultural activities can necessarily be
identified accurately by this framework. With regard to production activities, standard classification systems
are not detailed enough even at the most disaggregated level to identify some cultural activities defined in
2009 FCS. Cultural activities as a secondary occupation, as often seen in cultural employment, are also
impossible to identify under the current standard classification principles. Small enterprises and self-
employed workers, which are dominant in some cultural industries, are often omitted from sample surveys
on industrial enterprises. Therefore, in addition to 2009 FCS, it is necessary to use supplemental statistical

information and special tabulation to identify cultural activities.

Keywords : cultural statistics, UNESCO 2009 FCS, cultural industries, creative industries
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