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The History of a Post-war Local Broadcasting System at Its Inception
and Local Media :
Focusing on cooperative relationship between NHK Kitami broadcast station

and a local wired broadcaster

SAKATA Kenji '

Abstract : Japan’s post-war broadcasting system featured a dual system of public broadcasting (NHK) and
commercial broadcasting as well as local broadcasting services of NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation).
At the inception of post-war broadcasting, furthermore, wired broadcasting in rural communities played a
significant role in the spread of broadcasting in Japan. With a backdrop of increasing demand for radios,
impoverished rural areas, villages with no electric lighting, and widening cultural disparity between cities
and rural/remote areas, wired broadcasting services grew rapidly in rural Japan from around 1950, leading
to the development of a local broadcasting service, as a smaller unit, that featured a combination of
rebroadcast NHK radio programs and independently produced programs. In the 1960s, cooperative
relationships were established between NHK’s local broadcast stations and local wired broadcasters or wired
broadcasting associations in some areas of Japan. Under such cooperative relationships, NHK provided
wired broadcasters with lectures on announcement and technical guidance regarding production of
programs. Wired broadcasters, in turn, offered a wide variety of topics and news information to NHK,

serving as a news coverage base for a local NHK station or as an information provider.

This paper clarifies the kind of cooperative relationship that was established between NHK and wired
broadcasters at the inception of the post-war local broadcasting services, by focusing on relationships
between NHK Kitami broadcast station and a local cable broadcaster and examining the newsletter “Wired

Broadcasting” issued by the Kitami Wired Broadcasting Association.
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