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Revisualizing Durkheim’s Sociology as Social Thought :

The objective of Durkheim’s sociology of morality
KAGEI Mitsuru '

Abstract : I report in this paper, for the first time, about my plan to revisualize Durkheim’s sociology of
morality as social thought. Durkheim’s sociology sought to achieve two difficult objectives simultaneously; to
establish sociology as a new independent science, and to respond to the demands of the time by
overcoming secularly and rationally the unstable social condition of 19" century France, through carrying
out a “moral reconstruction of society.” Then, it was “sociology of morality” and the tome “la morale,” which
ended in illusion, that were supposed to play the role of meeting these two challenges. In this paper I begin
to re-construct Durkheim’s “sociology of morality,” explaining that it is <genetic theory> of “social facts” that
contributes greatly to theoretical development of Durkheim’s positivist sociology and provides us with a
viewpoint from which we can see “social facts” multi-dimensionally, and at the same time, responds to the

demands of the era by fulfilling the mission of positivist sociology as social thought.

Keywords : moral, introduction to morality, science of morality, collective life, social thought, positivistic

sociology
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