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A Methodological Study on the Application of Alfred Schutz’s Theory
of Relevance in Nursing Research :
A Comparison with Granted Theory Approach (GTA)

YAMANAKA Eriko '

Abstract : This study aims to examine whether a research method using Alfred Schutz’s theory of relevance
is the optimal approach to analyze clinical experiences of nurses. To this end, major features of a research
method based on Schutz’s theory of relevance were weighed against those of the grounded theory approach
(GTA), the most commonly used method for analyzing clinical nursing experiences. A comparison was made
of how to deal with data between the relevance-theory approach and the GTA. As a result, it was found that
the relevance-theory approach focuses on understanding the study subjects by exploring their realm of inner
horizon, or their subjective meanings (theme, motive, interpretation, etc.), using data, and that the GTA
places importance on the objective explanation of the subjects by regarding data as external data (events),
or the realm of outer horizon (objective meanings). In short, the two approaches represent ‘two sides of the
same coin.” Therefore, it is argued that data analysis using the relevance-theory approach is necessary to
make GTA-based research results more convincing and evident. It can also be concluded that the relevance-
theory approach which focuses on understanding of the subjects (nurses) by exploring the “realms of

subjective meaning” is the optimal method for analyzing clinical nursing experiences.
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