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1987 1991 1995
Host Union 2 5 1
Venues 11 19 9
Spectators 501,00 1,135,000 2,800,000
TV viewers 300 million | 1.75 billion | 2.5 billion
TV countries 17 103 125
Surplus £1.5 million | £5 million | £20 million
Participating Union
16 40 52
(including qualifiers)
Nunmber of matches
2 1
(including qualifiers) 3 87 06
Media contingent
445 1,000 1,200
(excluding TV personnel) ’ ’
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The Formation and Significance of the Official Referee System in the IRB :
Formation and accumulation of actor in rugby industry

MATSUSHIMA Tsuyoshi |

Abstract : Here, in this paper, from the standpoint of the formation and accumulation of actor in rugby
industry, we looked at how the IRB considered its expansion and the way it was accepted in Japan, where
we had operated the official referee system since the mid-1990s, then we examined what this project implies
at present.

The understanding that we gained is as follows: The official referee system provided a means whereby
they could train, arrange and manage referees, who had the ability to standardize rugby in various regions
in the world, for the IRB. That is, in terms of incorporating people around the world as resources called
referees into their production machines or in paving the way for this purpose, this project had some
contributing aspects to the development of the rugby industry based on the IRB. And the conformist
activities of the JRFU at least illustrate the movement in which Japan and Asian societies created their

systems from the physical level which is connected with the world level.

Keywords : emerging rugby nations, rugby charter, normal rugby, operation support scheme, merit-based

refereeing scheme
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