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The Current Status and the Problems of Support of Development
for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders in China :
From the earliest autism case report (1982) until the present (2014)

ZHANG Rui '

Abstract : This paper sets forth the implementation process of China’s support of development of children
with autism spectrum over the past 30 years. After the revised Law of Compulsory Education was
implemented in China in 2006, the opportunity was taken to legally confirm the rights of disabled children
to compulsory education, treatment and rehabilitation, with development in the direction of reform and
social security. In the twelfth five-year plan (2011-2015), building toward the goal of career development
support was established. Future topics are as follows: first, as for early detection of and response to children
with autism spectrum, building a system for screening and early response is an important factor. Specifically
speaking, the improvement of medical treatment levels, the linkage from discovery to rehabilitation
intervention, the security of early rehabilitation and early intervention sites, children and parents’ support,
and developing the content of early rehabilitation has become an important topic. Secondly, as for education,
pre-school and compulsory education of children with autism spectrum have not yet been fully popularized.
Moreover, early rehabilitation and compulsory education depend on non-governmental organizations, and
non-governmental organizations outnumber public institutions. Therefore, it is necessary to improve non-
governmental organizations and increase the numbers of regional public rehabilitation and education
institutions. Children with moderately severe autism spectrum receive compulsory education in special
schools for mental retardation and it is necessary to improve and enrich the education contents which
conform to the characteristics of these children’s impediments and their development stages, together with
the cultivation of professional teachers. Although children with mild autism spectrum can read along with
the classes in ordinary schools, it’s necessary to perfect regular schools’ education environment, to provide
professional teachers and develop some educational contents considering the characteristic impediments.
Thirdly, some employment and life support should be provided for all kinds of children with autism
spectrum after leaving school. Fourthly, and above all, the government should establish policies to support
a strong infrastructure for children with autism spectrum, building a step-by-step career development
support system from early childhood to adolescence and adulthood. There is a huge difference between
urban and rural areas in China and these contradictions are embodied in the development support field
concerning children with autism spectrum, which requires the central government and local governments to

solve the above-mentioned problems.

Keywords : children with autism spectrum disorders, support of development, early intervention,

compulsory education, inclusive education
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