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Essay for Casino politics :
For Grasp of “the Politics” over the Casino Legalization

ICHII Yoshifusa '

Abstract : After the decision was made to invite the 2020 Olympic Games and Paralympics to Tokyo, people
became interested in the bill for Integrated Resort promotion, which will enable the legalization of casinos.
However, the debate over casino legalization in Japan has continued between a casino promotion group and
the casino opposition since it was started in the mid-1990s after the bubble burst, and it has been
complicated by occasional political situations. While the casino promotion group accepts the demerit
resulting from introduction of casinos, they emphasize the economic merit that casinos would produce. The
purpose of this essay is to read a political intention from relations with the reorganization of social
integration after the bubble burst, which would untie casino legalization. Through this consideration, with a
background of recurrence of market fundamentalism by the government and the company elite, the politics
concerning casino legalization in Japan have been leading the weakening of the welfare state policy, which is

a redistribution policy to guarantee the rights of citizens.

Keywords : casino legalization, Post democracy, Bill for Integrated Resort Promotion, Growth strategy, 2020
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