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Precarious Employment and Residential Instability from the Life Histories
of Low-Income Seniors Living in South Korea

PARK Insook ' , KONG Sanggil i

Abstract : This paper will examine the life histories of low-income seniors in South Korea in an effort to
clarify the impact of socio-economic change on poverty amongst the elderly and its relationship to the
current lifestyles of this group. In addition, we will consider the backgrounds of low-income seniors who
have experienced employmentrelated and residential instability. Results of an interview-based investigation
revealed the following: Against the colonial historical backdrop of impoverished rural areas, where poor
families do not receive education, individuals are likely to experience precarious employment situations, in
roles such as housekeepers, door-to-door salespersons, and street vendors, or as workers at small-scale
factories. Due to their typically low wages, stable housing cannot be obtained in major cities; moreover, they
regularly change their place of residence, even well into old age. Regarding familial relationships, support
from the family cannot be expected in cases of divorce, being widowed without children, or for children who
are similarly in a continued state of unstable employment and housing due to the cycle of poverty. However,
in this ongoing, intense period of socio-economic change, because of the delayed response from programs
such as the social security system and labor and housing policies, the situation is not improving. As a result,

even into old age, many continue to struggle to get by.

Keywords : South Korea, low-income seniors, life history, precarious employment, residential instability
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