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Research Note

How Can Radio Program Production Contribute
to Media Literacy Education?

SAKATA Kenji '

Abstract : This research report presents the first findings obtained from a study conducted on elementary
school children to assess the effects of radio program production on media literacy education. The research,
funded by the Association of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University, was carried out for three years
beginning in fiscal year 2012.

Active learning and PBL (Problem or Project Based Learning) methods have recently attracted attention
in various educational settings, including elementary schools. Fostering media literacy has also been widely
recognized as important in education. This study attempted to determine the potential for creating a learning
method that goes beyond the framework of practical media literacy by combining media literacy learning
with active learning and PBL methods. In other words, the study examined what kind of synergy effects can
be brought about in media literacy learning, by incorporating media literacy education in elementary school
with the production of a radio program focusing on local community issues.

First, the historical relationship between radio and education was examined to explore how radio
broadcasts have an affinity for active learning and PBL. Then, consideration was given to the significance

and potential of radio program production in relation to media literacy education.

Keywords : media literacy, broadcasting for school education, broadcasting in school, radio, active learning,

PBL
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