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A Consideration of the Educational Function of Independent Practice
(Living Practice) Activities

ITO Naoki '

Abstract : Only 0.5% of students who graduate from the upper-middle department of special needs schools
for intellectual disability can go on to higher education. This means less than 1% of graduates from ordinary
senior high schools. In order to correct this differential we need to establish higher education institutions or
further education institutions, and some institutions that provide independent practice (living practice)
activities called “learning workshops” have begun to take on this role. The author carried out a survey by
questionnaire and showed that managers of the above-mentioned activities seldom know the facts about the
places of education after graduation from upper middle department of special needs school for intellectual
disability, and that there is no strong resistance to take educational functions by the places of independent
practice (living practice) activity though they are social welfare institutions. This survey also clarified that
“learning workshops” are not only for the graduates of special needs school but also for unemployed people
with disability who cannot engage in activities away from their homes and people with disability who have
been negatively affected by ordinary education. In addition, there are some problems such as period of
service and career of staff members, as well as “learning workshops,” which are playing very important role.
It is important to designate “education” as the new function of independent practice (living practice) activity.
This can secure the period of college student education for young people with intellectual disability and also

can contribute to solving some problems involved in school education.

Keywords : nondegree-graduate programs, independent practice (living practice) activity, “learning

workshop”, people with intellectual disability, adolescence
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