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Suppression of Biased News Coverage in the 1960s :
Censorship as Seen in the “Monthly Review of the Mass Media” (Part 2)

NEZU Tomohiko '

Abstract : This paper clarifies aspects of censorship on journalism in the 1960s, by analyzing content in the
series of discussions titled “Monthly Review of the Mass Media” (Monthly Review, Nov. 1962-Sept. 1970) by
four anonymous participants (one of whom was Toshio Hara, from Kyodo News’ social news department).
Here we will focus particularly on the conservative connections between the mass media management and
the political and business worlds. Firstly, Shigeo Mizuno, for whom the financial world had high hopes and
who assumed the presidency of Sankei Shimbun, and Saiji Hasegawa of Jiji Press, led the opposition against
reformist journalism. Then, the newly-established Eisaku Sato administration became a hub, overcame the
Takasugi Crisis, and began to rally its network of connections for the Japan - Republic of Korea Basic
Relations Treaty. One such initiative was the founding of the Japan Public Relations Center led by the Office
of Public Relations, Prime Minister’s Office. Also, a symbolic incident of suppression of free speech
targeting the 1968 student movement was the Sanyo Shimbun tampering case. The conservative side of the
news industry that won control from 1968, as represented by Sankei Shimbun’s new president Nobutaka
Shikanai, would promote moderate generational change. Thus, the “Monthly Review of Mass
Communication” ended with the final title being “Censorship’ in Journalism.” This ushers in the period after

the age of attacks on “biased news coverage” in the 1960’s.

Keywords : Sankei Shimbun, Jiji Press, Eisaku Sato, Takasugi’s remarks, the business world, The Office of

Public Relations of the Prime Minister’s Office, Sanyo Shimbun
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