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From “East Asian Welfare State” to “Welfare State Theory from East Asia”
KATO Masatoshi '

Abstract : Since the publication of Esping-Andersen’s Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism, this book has
stirred up many academic controversies. The debate on the “East Asian Welfare State” is one of them. In
this discussion, two issues are important. One is "What are the East Asian Welfare States? And, how do they
have their own features?” The other is “Why do they have their own features?” Many scholars have
participated in this discussion and provided different answers. For example, some scholars assert that
because welfare states in East Asia have strong family values, they can be called “Confucian welfare states.”
In addition, other scholars pay attention to the subordination of social policy to economic policy for the
purpose of economic growth. They characterize welfare states in East Asia as “Developmental (or
Productivist) welfare states.” Recently, some specialists focus on the relationship between late
industrialization in Asia and the welfare states. They call welfare states in East Asia “Late-coming welfare
states.” Others insist that welfare states in East Asia are “Familialistic” from a comparative perspective. In
fact, these arguments are important for clarifying the characteristics and dynamics of “East Asian Welfare
States.” However, because of focusing on analysis of East Asia, they don’t contribute to the progress of
welfare state theory. In this context, this paper considers the theoretical values and limits of these
arguments and clarifies their implications for welfare state theory. This paper shows that three points [(D
the importance of the cultural base of welfare states, @ the focus on not only social policy but also
employment security, 3 the importance of timing in welfare state development] contribute to the progress

of welfare state theory.

Keywords : welfare state, welfare regime, East Asia, welfare state theory, Esping-Andersen
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