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Max Weber and “Modern Culture” :
The Research Question of His Protestant Ethic Article (3)

MITOMA Toshiyuki '

Abstract : The “Spirit of Capitalism” that appears in Weber’s Protestant Ethic article’s section 2, chapter 1 is
not provided with its definition, because it is a specific “historical individual” and also a “genetic” ideal type.
Instead of its definition, Weber gave a provisional illustration of the case of Benjamin Franklin and this has
resulted in several misunderstandings. Though Weber’s Franklin is a person detached from any direct
connection to religious belief, Hisao Otsuka who was the Japanese translator of the Protestant Ethic article
emphasized the connection between Franklin and religion, especially Calvinism. He evaluated Franklin’s
“Spirit of Capitalism” as an excellent ethos and connected it to neighborly love. One of the reasons why this
kind of misunderstanding has been repeated is explained below. Weber quoted Franklin’s words from
Ferdinand Kiirnberger’s novel Der Amerika-Miide. That means Weber quoted them at second hand, but this
fact has been overlooked. Kiirnberger deleted references to religion in Franklin’s words and represented
him as a money worshiper. Weber quoted this version almost exactly and asserted that it showed the idea

of a credit-worthy man of honor and the idea of the duty of the individual to increase his wealth.

Keywords : Weber, Protestant Ethic article, protestantismus, calvinism, Franklin, Spirit of Capitalism,

historical individual, ideal type, Kiirnberger
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