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DB RT3 SRR BT 5 TERME~OEH |
WCIEE->THBY, Vv oy THFIET [ &
WIHEFEEZRAL TV AV EIIH L, Stz h
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On Bob Jessop’s Works Concerning Political Analysis

KATO Masatoshi i

Abstract : In this paper, I show the features of Bob Jessop’s works. Firstly, as general tendency, he has
deepened his study through critical discussion with various scholars and interaction between theoretical
analysis and empirical study. Secondly, as theoretical base [meta-theory], he has developed a strategic-
relational approach which focuses on strategic action under the constraints of structure. Thirdly, as
empirical study, he shows the feature of capitalist states from both diachronic and synchronic viewpoints.
Finally, I propose that his work shows the importance of meta-theory in social science and the possibility of
improving meta-theory through theoretical analysis and empirical study. But, researchers in political science

need other meta-theory which focuses on active agent to understand political dynamics.

Keywords : Bob Jessop, capitalist state, critical realism, strategic relational approach
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