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Current Situation and Problems with Self-Reliance Support Program
for Needy Persons Provided by Municipalities :
Case Study of Hirakata City in Osaka Prefecture

SAKURAI Junri |

Abstract : Through a case study analysis, this paper examines how the newly launched national self-reliance
support program for the needy has been implemented by municipalities, and what kinds of challenges have
been encountered by the new support program. In fiscal 2015, this program was established by municipal
governments that have social welfare offices, with the aim of providing services to help needy persons
become financially independent before they go on the welfare rolls. However, the program has been
criticized for potentially forcing the socially vulnerable to enter the workforce and to stand on their own. In
addition, it is often indicated that since this is a program based on a voluntary policy initiative, there are
differences between local governments in the levels and scopes of the services provided to the needy.

This paper explores what kinds of challenges local governments are facing, drawing on the results of a
study conducted in Hirakata City (Osaka), a municipality that introduced the new self-reliance support
program in fiscal 2015. A detailed analysis of the results indicates that the program has contributed to (1)
early identification of potential public assistance recipients, (2) creating a community that provides
assistance for citizens who have problems that could prevent them from working, and (3) promoting
cooperation and collaboration among relevant support institutions. The analysis also has revealed challenges
that the central and local governments need to address. For the central government, there are four major
issues to be resolved: (1) the eligibility requirements set based on the income level, (2) insufficient security
of the livelihood, (3) little progress in the authorization and use of vocational training operators; and (4) the
securing of stable financial resources for long-term support services. At the same time, municipalities are
expected to: (1) play a more active role in increasing employment opportunities in local communities and
(2) establish a more effective support system in terms of both welfare and employment, by eliminating

vertically divided administrative functions within their organizations.

Keywords : selfreliance support program for the needy, public assistance system, employment support
program in the local community, municipality, welfare office, public employment security office

(Hello Work), nonprofit organization (NPO)
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