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What Conditions Can Bring Active Learning into Existence?

TAKEUCHI Yoshiaki'

Abstract : This research aimed to clarify what active learning is and what conditions bring active
learning into existence through bibliographic review. Documents about active learning proposed by
MEXT and critiques of them, recent representative literature about active learning, and books about
workshops and Sudbury Valley School were reviewed. Two conclusions were drawn from the review: (1)
Active learning could be classified into three levels, two of which can be attained in the existing
educational system - starting level (level 1) and challenging level (level 2) while the remaining one is
possible only beyond the existing educational system - the level at which learners control their learning
by themselves (level 3); (2) The core condition that brings active learning into existence is a high and
sustainable motivation to learn, which can be realized easily in level 3 but which needs high competence
in instructors, freedom of choice about learning style, and awareness of diverse learning methods etc. in

level 2 or 1. Pursuit of the essence of learning in level 3 remains an ongoing research task.

Keywords : Active Learning, Three Levels, Motivation, Democracy, Community
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