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Max Weber and “Modern Culture” :
The Research Question of His Protestant Ethic Article (6)

MITOMA Toshiyuki'

Abstract : I investigated to find how and where Weber described the “Task of the Investigation,” that was
a part of the title of chapter 1, section 3 of his Protestant Ethic article, and pointed out that his article
aimed to question the function of “ideas.” In the first place, Weber’s study aimed to clarify “ideas” and he
defined his study as “Kulturwissenschaft (cultural science).” Simply speaking, it investigated the
“Kulturbedeutung (cultural significance)” of the subject. Considering the nature of Weber’s science and my
previous considerations, the research question of his article can be summarized as follows. Weber
explained the “ideals” or “ideal motivations” of the “Spirit of Capitalism” historically and causally, and
asked what was the “Kulturbedeutung (cultural significance)” of “modern culture” or “the culture of
capitalism.” I would like to verify the validity of the formulation of the research question by examining

the “asceticism” argued in his article.

Keywords : Weber, Protestant Ethic article, ascetic Protestantism, Spirit of Capitalism, ideas, interests,

cultural science, real science, social science, modern culture, the culture of capitalism
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