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Max Weber and “Modern Culture™
The Research Question of His Protestant Ethic Article (7)

MITOMA Toshiyuki'

Abstract : In the previous chapter I clarified the research question of Weber’s Protestant Ethic article. In
order to verify its validity, I will now take up Weber’s discussion of “asceticism.” Christian asceticism had
already reached its highest stage of rationality in the Middle Ages, and a continuum can be seen from
there through to Puritanism. Christian asceticism aimed to live with a clear consciousness, to suppress
human nature in terms of emotions, impulses, and pleasures, and to strive for Berufsarbeit (occupational
labor) in order to maintain a disciplined attitude toward life. In this way, Christian asceticism enabled a
rational organization of life. But in the modern age, when religious fervor has cooled, this rationality is
revealed to have existed simultaneously with the irrationality of suppressing human nature. Modern
human beings are forced to take on both this rationality and irrationality. Weber found the “cultural
significance” of “modern culture” by tracing a thread from the Reformation to the “Spirit of Capitalism,”

historically.

Keywords : Weber, Protestant Ethic article, ascetic Protestantism, Spirit of Capitalism, modern culture, the
culture of capitalism, cultural significance, Christian asceticism, status gratiae, status naturae,

human nature, rational organization of life, rationality, irrationality
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