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The Strange Synchronization of the Tokyo Paralympics and Neoliberalism :
From the Theory of Individual Capabilities to the “Commonality of Capabilities”

ARUGA Tkutoshi'

Abstract : Following the controversial Tokyo Olympics, the Paralympic Games were opened in Tokyo on
August 24. Unlike the unpopular Olympics, which were marred by the spread of a new coronavirus, much
of the media coverage of the Paralympic Games was positive, and people seemed to be taking it in their
stride. This is probably because people approve of the human potential of para-athletes overcoming their
disabilities to compete, as well as the Paralympic philosophy and practice of achieving a symbiotic society.
There is no doubt that the Paralympic Games have this positive aspect, but can it be said that the
problems that occurred in the Olympic Games are not also related to the Paralympic Games? Are there
not some issues that should be critically examined? In this context, this paper takes up the alienating
features of the Tokyo Paralympics and discusses the concept of countering neoliberal policies by referring

to the “commonality of capabilities community.”

Keywords : Tokyo Paralympic Games, COVID-19, Neoliberalism, Alienation, Modern Japanistic Ideology,

Commonality of Capabilities
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