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“Cross-border” Communication Produced by Recorded “Voice™
Based on an Analysis of “Voice Letter” of a Cable Broadcast in Shiwa-cho, Iwate
Prefecture, which Connected Migrant Workers with Their Hometowns

SAKATA Kenji'

Abstract : From the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, electrical media greatly
developed and drastically changed social communication style. Voices crossed regional borders, enabling
communication with people in remote locations. Then, the voices were released from an individual body to
society as new sound media when recording and duplication technologies were developed. However, such
development of sound media did not directly pervade society as an obvious matter. The aim of this report
is to clarify the relationship between society and changes in communication caused by “recording” of
voices and “cross-border” transfer of recording media from a historical standpoint. In particular, we
examined how “voice” recording and transfer of recording media were related to “body” and “cross-border”
communication in the 1960s when local communities connected closely with their locality, and thus
dispatching/receiving of information was concluded within the area. We analyzed a program, “Voice
Letter,” of a cable broadcast in Shiwa-cho, Iwate Prefecture, whereby migrant workers communicated with
their families living in their hometowns by recording their voices. Based on the analysis results, we
discussed how “voices” recorded in media and “border crossing” were established and related to local

communications.

Keywords : Recording technology, voice, cable broadcast, migrant working, border crossing, communication,
body
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