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Research on “Abandoned People” in Present Days
(1) Three Great Famine in the Edo Period and Neoliberal “Choice and Concentration”

KAGEI Mitsuru'

Abstract : In the three great famine, which occurred after the 18th century in the latter half of the Edo
period, we can see a prototype of “famine” and “abandoned people” as a political and economic
phenomenon. The causes were forced rice cultivation from northern Kanto to Tohoku, and the
contradiction between the political and economic naivety of the feudal system in the Edo period and
expanding commercial capitals in three cities (Osaka, Kyoto, and Edo). Here we can see the prototype of
self-preservation of governing power and “abandoned people.” Turning our eyes to the present, in Japan,
neoliberal structural reformation continues to expand and deepen, having become a serious issue after the
collapse of the “bubble economy” in Japan and the financial crisis of 2007-2008 (Lehman Shock). Under
this present process, neoliberal reformations of the institutional infrastructure of Japan are being
implemented by the forced Heisei major merger, and grand design of national land 2050 (published by the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism). An issue of present day “abandoned people”
occurs in this situation. I will examine, in this paper, studies of the political and economic history of
“abandoned people,” with the aim of finding out, from this viewpoint, the fundamental political-economic

character of modern Japan.

Keywords : abandoned people, three great feasts in Edo period, choice and concentration, Heisei major

merger, grand design of national land
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