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Airplane Representation and Aviation Policy in Korea under
Japan’s Administration (Partl)

KWON HakJun'

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to analyze the ideology associated with airplanes, which were seen
by the public as the most powerful representation of scientific discourse and scientific progress in colonial
Korea. It also examines the process of the penetration of airplanes into the daily lives of Koreans, the rise
of aviation fever and the young Koreans who became involved in military aviation. Through these
analyses, the process leading up to the emergence of Korean kamikaze pilots and the background and
reasons for applying, among Korean youth, will be clarified. Airplanes represented the progress of
Western civilization. Airplanes were depicted as a metaphor for the enormous power of human science
and technology to conquer nature. Also, airplanes had a strong impact on the masses as advanced
machines based on the most highly-developed science and technology. Airplanes and the sky were objects
of longing for Korean children. The Japanese Empire made planes familiar as part of children’s lives
through diverse policies. Representations of airplanes were powerfully conveyed to Koreans through
newspaper advertisements, posters, movies, and expositions. The aviation policy and pro-Japanese
literature promoted by the Japanese Empire eliminated children’s fear of war. As the war progressed,
Korean boys joined Imperial Japan’s military forces due to the Japanese government’s policy of
overcoming a shortage of pilots and skilled airmen, and the social environment in which Korea was
located. The Korean pilot originated within the structures of discrimination, oppression, violence,

exploitation, assimilation and conformity created under colonial rule.

Keywords : Colonial Korea, the Government-General of Korea, Science discourse, airplane, Aviation Policy,

Aviation fever
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