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About the Aspect Particle “le” in Literary Works:
Focusing on the Nobel Prize-Winning Writer Mo Yan's “Big Breasts and Wide Hips”

NAKAFUMI Soyu'

Abstract : This paper discusses the aspect particle “le” in the Nobel Prize-winning writer Mo Yan’s work
“Big Breasts and Wide Hips.” “Le” is a grammatical element that learners of Chinese language find very
difficult to master. The aspect particle “le” is used to express the meaning of completion or realization, but
since this “le” can be placed in the predicate in the sentence or at the end of the sentence, it is very
difficult to decide where to put it. Many researchers have discussed this from different perspectives and
published countless papers. However, unfortunately, it is difficult to say that these studies have been
elucidated in a way that they can be easily applied by learners. “Le” is still a difficult problem for learners
and researchers. The use of “le” in literary works is wide-ranging and is the most typical usage. I believe
that studying the usage of “le” in literary works and clarifying the usage tendencies and characteristics

will lead to the elucidation of “le” as a whole.

Keywords : aspect particle, “le”, completion / realizalion, appearance of a new situation
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