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Perspectives on Fans as Consumers of Content and their Genealogy:
Perspectives for the Interpretation of Participatory Culture

ITAKURA Kyohei'

Abstract : This paper traces the history of research on active fans. Its purpose is to summarize and
review the debates that have taken place in fan studies to date as a preliminary step to forming a new
theory in fan studies. There have been three trends in fan research so far. The first trend has been to find
social resistance or inequality of social stratification behind the actions of fans. The second trend is to
focus on fan communities, an approach which has revealed the functions of the fan community and the
cultural disparities that exist within it. The third trend is the focus on fan identity. Due to changes in
social structure, there is a need for new sources of identity. Being a fan has become an important identity
factor. In addition, in recent years, as a new point of discussion, there has been a growing debate on how
to view the relationship between the active movement of fans and the production side of contents such as
companies and artists. This is because the rise of participatory culture has made it possible for consumers
such as fans to be involved in the creation and distribution of content. This paper argues that it is

necessary to formulate a theory that goes beyond case-by-case fan studies.

Keywords : Fan, Audience research, Participation culture, Convergence, Free labor
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